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power, stop soil erosion, conserve forests, establish communi-
cations and pursue preventive measure against disease. Indeed,
the essential key services, whether social or economic, depend
almost entirely on public enterprise. It is the government
technical services which undertake the improvement of soil,
irrigation, surveys, agricultural development, clearance of bush
and swamps, and encourage co-operative practice in produc-
tion, credit, marketing, etc. In the African colonies the land,
apart from white settlement, is crown land or communally owned
though production is individual. Into some areas has come
wage employment on plantations, but the future progress of
agriculture would also seem to lie in the development of co-
operation and in many areas of large-scale farming and produc-
tion on collectivist lines.

As yet there are few industries and commerce and trade are
proportionately small because of the poverty of the people. It
is important that many of die processing industries should be
run in state factories as public concerns. Private enterprise can
only operate where it is profitable, but then its motive is its
profit and not the well-being of the colonial people. The problem
in most colonial areas is the building up of higher standards of
living by increasing the taxable capacity of the people, improving
prices and wages and preventing the creation of useless operations
between producer and consumer. All these are matters for a
socialist economy.

Industrialism has not yet gone far though wage earning
employment has steadily increased. The public control of
industrial development and the regulation of employment are
essential factors in any planned economy. In Africa, much
mineral wealth has been discovered and exploited to the profit
of external interests. All mineral resources should be owned by
the territory in which they exist and their exploitation should
be controlled by the Government and the operations should be
publicly conducted. No surplus can accrue in Africa for the
production of other wealtlj if all rewards of work are at poverty
levels and the value of the products is enjoyed overseas. It is